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1892.] ^6d 

Stated Meeting, May 20, 1892. 

Present, 24 members. 

President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

Correspondence was submitted as follows : 

A letter from the Committee of Philadelphia Councils on 
the Columbian Celebration at Chicago, in 1893, requesting 
the loan of certain articles owned by the Society was read and 
the consideration of the subject was postponed. 

Letters of envoy were received from the Geological Survey 
of India, Calcutta; K. P. Meteorologische Institut, Berlin; 
K. Leopoldinisch-Carolinische Akademie, Halle a. S. ; K. 
Sachsische Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften, Leipzig ; Socie'te' 
de Physique et d'Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, Switzerland; 
Royal Statistical Society, Zoological Society, London, Eng. ; 
Geographical Society, Manchester, Eng. ; U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey Office, Washington, D. C. 

Letters of acknowledgment were received from Captain 
Richard C. Temple, Mandalay, Birmah (135) ; Comite Geolo- 
gique de la Russie, St. Petersburg (136) ; Socie'te Hongroise de 
G^ographie, Budapest (96-130, and Catalog, Parts i-iv); Prof. 
A. E. Nordenskiold, Stockholm, Sweden (136) ; Prof. Senat 
G. Capellini, Bologna, Italy (132, 133, 134, 135) ; Naturfor- 
schende Gesellschaft des Osterlandes, Altenburg, Germany 
(136); K. Geodatisches Institut, Berlin (96-130, 136, and 
Catalog, Parts i-iv); Redaction der Naturwissenschaftlichen 
Wochenschrift, Berlin (136) ; Naturwissenschaftlicher Verein, 
Bremen (136) ; Verein fur Erdkunde, Dresden (136) ; 
Wetterauische Gesellschaft fur die Gesammte Naturkunde, 
Hanau (135); Bibliothek der Astronomischen Gesellschaft, 
K. Sternwarte, Prof. J. Victor Carus (135), Dr. Caspar 
Rene" Gregory (136), Leipzig ; Academie Royale des Sciences, 
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LisboD, Portugal (131-134); Entomological Society, London 
(136) ; Prof. James Geikie, Edinburgh (136) ; Natural History 
Society, Sir J. W. Dawson, Montreal (137) ; TJ. S. Institute of 
Science ; Halifax, N. S. (137); State Library of Massachusetts, 
Boston (137); R. I. Historical Society, Providence; Franklin 
Society, Providence, R. I. (137); Yale University, New 
Haven (137) ; Academy of Sciences (137) ; Editor of the 
Popular Science Monthly, New York (119, 131, 133); N.J. 
Historical Society, Newark (137) ; Prof. L. B. Hall, Haver- 
ford, Pa. (137) ; Mrs. Helen Abbott Michael, Messrs. Thomas 
M. Cleeman, Louis A. Scott, Philadelphia (137) ; Patent 
Office, Anthropological Society, TJ. S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, Naval 
Observatory, TJ. S. Geological Survey, Mr. William B. Taylor, 
Profs. S. F. Emmons, Herman Haupt, C. V. Riley, Charles A. 
Schott, Rt. Rev. John J. Keane, Dr. W. J. Hoffman, Wash- 
ington, D. C. (137) ; Agricultural Experiment Station, Baton 
Rouge, La. (137) ; Lick Observatory, Mount Hamilton, Cal. 
(137); Prof. Daniel Kirkwood, Riverside, Cal. (137); Prof. 
George Davidson, San Francisco, Cal. (137) ; Sociedad Cien- 
tifica " Antonio Alzate," Mexico (137) ; Museo Michoacano, 
Morelia, Mexico (137); Colorado Scientific Society, Denver 
(137). 

Accessions to the Library were reported from the Geological 
Survey of India, Calcutta ; K. P. Meteorologische Institut, 
Berlin ; K. Leopoldino-Carolinische Deutsche Akademie der 
Naturforscher, Halle a. S. ; Wiirtembergische Kommission 
fur Landesgeschichte, Stuttgart: M.J. H. Schwarz, Kladno, 
Bohemia ; Mittelschweizerische Geographische-Commercielle 
Gesellschaft, Aarau ; Socie'te' de Physique et d'Histoire 
Naturelle, Geneva ; R. Acaddmie des Sciences, Turin, Italy ; 
Sociedade de Geographia, Lisbon ; Royal Institution, London ; 
Royal Irish Academy, Dublin; Historical and Scientific 
Society of Manitoba, Winnipeg ; M. Edward Collom, Rock- 
wood, Ont. ; University of Vermont, Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station, Burlington, Vt. ; R. I. Historical Society, Provi- 
dence, R. I. ; Yale University, New Haven ; Profs. J. A. 
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Allen, Mr. Edward L. Youmans, New York, N. Y. ; Mr. 
William J. Potts, Camden , N. J. ; Messrs. William S. Baker, 
Henry Phillips, Jr., Philadelphia ; Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C. ; Academy of Science, Mercantile 
Library Association, St. Louis ; Colorado Scientific Society, 
Denver. 

The following deaths were reported : 

Dr. C. A. Dohrn (Stettin), May 5, 1892, set. 87. 
August William Hoffman (Berlin), May 6, 1892, set. — 

The minutes of the Board of Officers and Council were sub- 
mitted and the following preambles and resolutions therefrom 
were read and considered. 

Mr. Phillips moved : 

"Whereas, This Society did in the year 1843 celebrate the Centennial 
Anniversary of its foundation by a series of addresses, meetings, recep- 
tions, exercises, etc., upon the 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th 
days of May, the results of which were published in a special volume of 
over two hundred pages ; and, 

"Whereas, We are approaching the Sesqui-Centennial Anniversary of 
the same auspicious event ; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That the Society will celebrate the same in a worthy and 
becoming manner. 

"Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint a Committee of 
five members to make all necessary arrangements for the same and with 
full power to act, and that the President be ex officio a member of said 
Committee." 

The preamble and resolutions being considered by the 
Society were unanimously agreed to. 

The President subsequently appointed as said Committee 
Messrs. Henry Phillips, Jr., Chairman, J. Sergeant Price, 
Daniel G. Brinton, Richard Vaux and William V. Keating. 

Pending nominations Nos. 1233 and 1241 were read, spoken 
to and balloted for. 
New nomination No. 1242 was read. 
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The following report and resolutions were presented by Mr. 
Williams : 

Your Committee, appointed under a resolution passed as follows : 

"Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the President to 
consider and report to the Society upon the advisability of an annual 
grant for the purpose of aiding the publication or assuming the entire cost 
of publishing transcripts of the Babylonian tablets on deposit in the 
Museum of the University of Pennsylvania " 

has the honor to report that the collection of clay tablets inscribed in 
cuneiform from the Temple of Bel at Niffer, now deposited in the 
Museum of the University of Pennsylvania, numbers nearly seven 
thousand specimens and constitutes the most important collection of 
this character in the country, and one of the most important in 
the world, ranking third among such collections. The consecutive 
character of these temple archives, the long period they cover, 
and their complete and varied character, render their publication 
of the utmost importance to the world of learning, while the circumstance 
that similar records are frequently repeated render it possible to give a 
fair summary by publishing portions arranged in selected series, by 
dynasties and with reference to the subjects treated. It is therefore prac- 
ticable to publish successive volumes of these texts, each of which shall be 
complete in itself, and which do not necessarily involve the publication 
of others in the series, though the value of all will be greatly increased 
by the publication of the whole. 

The first cuneiform text was published by the East India Company in 
1804, the inscription in its collection being engraved. Publications of 
texts have since been made by the British Museum, by the French and 
German Governments, by various learned societies and by private pub- 
lishers, aided by subscriptions and grants. The experience of nearly a 
century has conclusively established that the best results in development 
of research and in aid of study are secured by publishing a transcription 
of cuneiform texts, without translations. The texts once published, the 
material for study now inaccessible in the Museum is opened to all 
scholars. 

The transcription of a series of these tablets is now nearly completed 
by a member of this Society, Dr. H. V. Hilprecht. Its publication will 
fill about seventy plates of a size similar to the quarto page of the Trans- 
actions of the Society, and cost, if reproduced by any photo lithographic 
process, about $500. Other similar volumes will be produced in the 
future, and while the publication of the first of these issues will not pledge 
the Society to publish its successors, this fact ought to receive due con- 
sideration. In any case, only a small portion of the 7000 tablets will be 
published, and years will pass before even eight or ten volumes of like 
size will be presented for publication. 
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The publication of the first volume presents therefore a single issue on 
a subject, of the utmost importance to sound scholarship, a credit to 
American learning, and a work which will not see the light by private 
enterprise. Your Committee feels that this is a case which appeals 
directly to this Society, coincides with its past policy, and is certain to 
add to the value and importance of its Transactions. On inquiry it 
appears that a sum nearly sufficient for this expenditure can be secured 
out of this year's appropriations, and the remainder can be provided for 
out. of next year's income. The Transactions offer a medium in all 
respects suitable, its page being of the proper size and the method of 
publication enabling the volume to be issued separately and should the 
series be continued, they can be numbered consecutively. Your Commit- 
tee therefore recommend the passage of the following resolutions . 

"Resolved, That it is the sense of the Society that the publication of the 
cuneiform texts transcribed from the tablets in the Museum of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania be begun by the publication of a single volume, 
without committing the Society to the publication of successive volumes 
in the series. 

"Resolved, That this volume be submitted for approval to the Publica- 
tion Committee of the Society and be issued by the Committee as a part of 
the Transactions, due reference being had to future publications in the 
series, if the same shall be determined upon in due course under the rules 
and order of the Society." 

Talcott Williams, 
J. Sergeant Price, 
Patterson Du Bois, 

Committee. 

After a discussion the resolutions were adopted, and also 
a third resolution offered as an amendment by Mr. Martindale : 

Resolved, That the sum of $500 in addition to the amount already appro- 
priated for the publications of the Society be granted in order to further 
the publication of the texts referred to in the foregoing report. 

The deferred business of the Society was taken up and con- 
sidered, and the following resolution offered by Mr. Bache, was 
considered : 

Resolved, That the Society instruct the Curators to exclude from the 
cases in the meeting room of the Society everything but such printed 
matter as is desirable for ready reference, and from the floor any articles 
which are not conducive to the primary purpose in this room of conveni- 
ence of the members of the Society. 

After discussion, the motion was voted upon and lost. 
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The report of the Curators presented at the last meeting of 
the Society was read. 

The following motion of Dr. Morris, offered March 18th, 
was then taken up and considered. 

"Resolved, That the Secretaries be requested to ask from the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society and the 
Historical Society, the return of all the articles belonging to this Society 
that are now deposited with them." 

And after discussion the portion relating to the deposit of 
the coins of the Society with the Numismatic and Anti- 
quarian Society was withdrawn. 

The following resolution was then offered as an amendment 
by Mr. Williams : 

Resolved; That the resolution be referred to the Curators with instruc- 
tions to report a plan for cataloging and labeling the Poinsett and 
Keating Collection, and of placing it where it will best serve the purposes 
of ethnological study. 

The amendment was agreed to by a vote of 13 to 7. 

The following gentlemen were declared duly elected mem- 
bers of the Society : 

2203. Mr. Harold Goodwin, Philadelphia. 

2204. Mr. Joseph D. Potts, Philadelphia. 

And the Society was adjourned by the President. 



